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Shooting at Manhattan hotel; suspect injured 



Jon Parton 
staff writer 

A suspect was shot by police 
Tuesday morning after allegedly 
firing his gun outside of a hotel 
and refusing to drop the weapon. 

Police from Riley and Pot- 
tawatomie counties responded 
to a 9 1 1 call just after 6 a.m. Tues- 
day at the Quality Inn hotel at 



150 East Poyntz Ave. The caller 
reported gunshots being fired at 
the location. 

Although officers asked the 
suspect to stop firing and drop 
the gun, the suspect allegedly 
continued firing. Officers then 
returned fire, striking the suspect 
multiple times. No police offi- 
cers or bystanders were injured 
during the incident. 



Riley County Police Director 
Brad Schoen held a press con- 
ference Tuesday afternoon and 
explained that an investigation 
into the incident is currently un- 
derway. 

"Given the involvement of 
RCPD officers in the shooting, 
I have asked that the Kansas 
Bureau of Investigation handle 
the investigation," Schoen said. 



Although police did not name 
the suspect or the police officers 
involved in the shooting, the 
suspect's mother, Linda Kinyon, 
called radio station KMAN on 
Tuesday. In a photo of her son 
sent to the station, the file refers 
to him as Dustin Munroe. 

Kinyon said her son is in 
his 30s and is a contractor in 
Wamego. She told KMAN that 



her son is hard-working and the 
father of two children. Kinyon 
said Munroe had planned to visit 
her in Oklahoma for the Christ- 
mas holiday. She described the 
morning incident as a domestic 
altercation. 

Schoen said the suspect was 
arrested for aggravated assault, 
although additional charges are 
possible. 



Unwrapping disadvantages: giving new technology as gifts for children 



IVIckenzie Cordell 
staff writer 

New technology may not be 
the best Christmas gift to give 
young kids, according to Anna 
Nippert, instructor of family 
studies and human services. 

"I think there are a lot of 
great things that technology 
can do for young children," 
Nippert said. "My fear with 
technology is that it becomes a 
babysitter." 

As more and more devices 
become common household 
items, parents have depended 
on interactive technology to 
keep their young kids occu- 
pied. Even apps that are made 
to teach young children cer- 
tain skills can develop into a 
repetitive passive behavior for 
the child. 

"Yes, it's interactive in that 
they are touching and moving 
items," Nippert said, "and there 
are educational apps that can 
be put on there, but once a 
child does them a few times, it 
can become a very passive ex- 
perience." 

Although parents may be 
convinced that their child is 
learning, there comes a point 



when the child might not be 
processing the information 
anymore. 

Nippert said that parents 
should be aware that technol- 
ogy is a tool to be used in small 
doses and to encourage cre- 
ativity. 

Haley Hermes, junior in 
family studies and humans 
services, said she thinks it's 
OK for young children to have 
tablets, cellphones and other 
devices as long as parents are 
limiting the amount of time 
their children spend on them. 

"When parents can still in- 
teract with their kids while 
using these devices is when 
the kids are going to get the 
most developmental benefits 
out of them," Hermes said. 

According to Hermes, kids 
are more fascinated with elec- 
tronics now because society 
as a whole has become more 
interested in new technology. 
Today's kids aren't interested 
in the same things those of de- 
cades past were. 

"I begged my parents for a 
hamster for three months until 
I finally got one," Hermes said. 
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Technology is always a popular gift during the holiday season. The reprocussions of gifting technology too early, however, can lead to 
serious social reprocussions. 



Technology, campus programs aid international collaboration at K-State 



Shelby Wallace 
contributing writer 

K-State is making strides to- 
wards international cooperation 
through the use of new technolo- 
gy. One PR class experienced this 
firsthand last Friday night when 
they communicated with students 
enrolled in a graduate-level course, 
Crisis Communication Manage- 
ment with Professor Harold Hutt 
Herrera from the University of 
Costa Rica, via Skype. 

Lauren Fahsholtz, junior in 



public relations, was one of the 
students who attended the Skype 
session. Fahsholtz said she saw 
how this interaction and commu- 
nication would benefit her future 
career because when working 
internationally, one must under- 
stand how to effectively interact 
and apply concepts for a success- 
ful business 

"It is not every day you get to 
communicate with students from 
Costa Rica," Fahsholtz said. "It was 
interesting to hear their answers 
and ideas because they were sim- 



ilar to our own. Even being that 
far away, the PR concepts are still 
used in similar ways." 

Barb DeSanto, assistant pro- 
fessor of public relations, was the 
mastermind behind this Skype 
session. DeSanto is passionate 
about students stepping out of 
their comfort zones and studying 
internationally to expand their 
knowledge of the world. She utiliz- 
es the technology in the classroom 
to give everyone the chance to 
gain a perspective from across the 
globe. 




DeSanto said international col- 
laboration is "an investment in 
your future." She also said that her 
own experience traveling has de- 
veloped her into the person she is 
today. 

"One of my students just asked 
me what the best $100 I ever spent 
was, and I replied, 'Paying for my 
passport,'" DeSanto said. "It really 
did open up the world to me. I've 
traveled to 21 countries and hope 
to add another 21. Taking a risk, 
stepping outside of your comfort 
zone — I don't care what cliche 
you use — it's all true. And this 
learning is something you can't 
learn unless you have the full ex- 
perience." 

Gloria Freeland, director of the 
Huck Boyd National Center for 
Community Media and assistant 
professor in the A.Q. Miller School 
of Journalism and Mass Com- 
munications, understands that 
international collaboration and 
international study is essential in a 
student's educational career. 

"I believe it's very important 
for faculty and students to get in- 
volved in international projects 
and collaborations," Freeland said. 
"This interchange will enhance 
K-State's research, teaching and 
service activities." 

As Freeland stated, the ex- 
change with international stud- 
ies will not only benefit students, 
but the university as well. The 
2025 plan focuses on establish- 
ing K-State as a Top 50 Public 
Research Institution. With an in- 
creased focus on international 
collaboration, K-State will be that 
much closer to its goal. 

International collaboration is 
becoming a crucial part of stu- 
dents' educational careers. K-State 
is beginning to implement the 
technology needed to go beyond 
the textbooks and discover new 
ways of learning. As DeSanto ex- 
pressed, international collabo- 
ration is now important for any 
career. 

"It is no longer possible to be an 
island on the globe by yourself any- 
more," DeSanto said. "Just think, if 
you work for almost any fast food 
business right now as a college 
student, you are an employee of an 
international corporation." 

On campus, K-State provides 



students with ways to get involved 
with international students. Inter- 
national Buddies is an organiza- 
tion that prides itself on connect- 
ing international students with a 
"buddy" from the United States. 
This could be a student, staff or 
community member. The pair 
meets regularly to learn about 
each other's cultures and customs 
and to explore the city of Manhat- 
tan. 

Sin Dee Tey, junior in dietetics, 
has been a part of the Interna- 
tional Buddies program since the 
spring of 2013 

"Due to globalization, the 
world is now interrelated," Tey 
said. "Building an understanding 
between each other is one of the 
ways to maintain the relationships, 
mutual agreements and mutual 
benefits. Thus, having an interna- 
tional background is important to 
get connected with society today." 

Tey said her own experience of 
international study has helped her 
create a better understanding of 
people. 

"Learning about people other 
than those from my country help 
me to understand people with dif- 
ferent perspectives and to adapt in 
a dissimilar environment as a stu- 
dent studying abroad," Tey said. 

Tey said she hopes to see an 
increase in international study 
within K-State classrooms as well. 

"Most of the majors do not re- 
quire international study in their 
courses," Tey said. "The amount of 
exposing students to international 
study can still be increased. Inter- 
national Buddies is not only for in- 
ternational students, but for every- 
one. Everyone who is interested is 
more than welcome to put in one's 
effort, time and passion to build a 
better K-State environment." 

The Office of International Pro- 
grams, OIP, is another way K-State 
has implemented the importance 
of international study and collab- 
oration. Marcellus Caldas, director 
of International Research and Fac- 
ulty Collaboration, spoke of what 
lies ahead of K-State in the area of 
international collaboration. 

"We are developing exchange 
agreements with the best high ed- 
ucation institutions in the world," 
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ACROSS 

1 Sinbad's 
bird 

4 Pump 
up the 
volume 

7 Well- — 
(rich) 

8 Scrub a 
NASA 
mission 

10 Knight 
wear 

11 Private 
instruc- 
tors 

13 Pop song 
of 1940, 
with 
"The" 

16 Lair 

17 Eastern 
potentate 
(Var.) 

18 — and 
outs 

19 Met 
melody 

20 Paris of 
"Mom" 

21 Surroun- 
dings 

23 Loose, as 
trousers 



25 Vagrant 

26 Suitable 

27 Mimic 

28 Fencing 
move 

30 Hot tub 

33 Side- 
by-side 
place- 
ment 

36 More 
saucy 

37 Ask 

38 Scattered 
seed 

39 Incite 

40 Existed 

41 — out a 
living 

DOWN 

1 Kind of 
numeral 



2 Smell 

3 Meeting 
places? 

4 Mistreat 

5 Engine 

6 College 
instructor, 
for 
short 

7 Squirrel's 
home 

8 Bewil- 
dered 

9 Stressful 
10 Moreover 
12 Cher's 

early 
partner 

14 Send 
forth 

15 "Born 
in the 



Solution time: 21 mins. 
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19 Big 

bother 

20 Time of 
your life? 

21 Clean a 
spill 

22 Mountain 
goats 

23 Cribs 

24 It's 
nothing 
new 

25 Uris 
novel, 
with 
"The" 

26 Narrow 
inlet 
(Var.) 

28 Islamic 
decree 

29 Tools for 
duels 

30 Pro- 
longed 
attack 

31 Skin 
opening 

32 Whatever 
number 

34 Consider, 
old-style 

35 Istanbul 
denizen 
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FOURUM. 

785-260-0207 

The Fourum is a quirky view of campus 
life in voices from the K-Stote commu- 
nity. Positive and humorous comments 
are selected for publication by the 
Collegian marketing staff 

Who decided driving with head- 
phones in was a good idea? Cause 
it's illegal... 

Believe me, no one here is trying to 
make digital art with Windows. 



Like and vote for your favorite posts at 
thefourum.netl 



Laura Meyers made a great point... 
"Diversity" has created an intoler- 
ance towards those who may not 
seem like a minority at first sight. 
Being a Christian in college is not 
always easy... And just because you 
don't like what she said doesn't 
make her wrong... It makes you the 
intolerant one... Liberals aren't that 
tolerant after all, so much for free 
love and acceptance. 



People that say "Chiefs" instead of 
"brave" should just move to Missou- 
ri, or worse, Lawrence. 

The people angry at Laura Meyers 
are ironically proving exactly what 
she was saying. 

To submit your Fourum contribution, 
call or text 785-260-0207 or email 
thefourum@kstatecollegian.com. 
Your e-mail address or phone number 
is logged but not published. 
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Conceptis SudoKu 



By Dave Green 
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CRYPTOQUIP 



WX WPAQYK KYUZZX QUAYD 

VPGOV AP AQY VXW, DQY 

CDCUZZX lUZZD AQY 

WUIQGOYD AQYKY RKYUR-WGZZD. 

Yesterday's Cryptoquip: THE EVIL CHEMIST 
HAS BEEN CONCOCTING POTENT POISON IN A 
SMALL GLASS BOTTLE. IT'S A VILE VIAL. 
Today's Cryptoquip Clue: W equals M 
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Wildcats pull sloppy 
win against Coyotes 



Spencer Low 
staff writer 

K-State pulled off a 64-62 win 
over the University of South 
Dakota to move to 6-3 on the 
season, knocking the Coyotes to 
3-6. The win was a sloppy one, as 
the Wildcats continued to struggle 
shooting the ball and had trouble 
in the paint. 

'As a coach, you hope you play 
better," head coach Bruce Weber 
said after the game. "I don't know 
if I expected it, but I feared it more 
than anything. Big emotional win, 
everyone telling them how good 
they are after Mississippi and lots 
of hype, and then this team." 

South Dakota sat back on de- 
fense and forced K- State to make 
shots outside and try to push it 
inside, where they were waiting. 
It was hard for the Wildcat guards 
to penetrate the Coyotes' wall of 
bodies to score. 

"With the packed defense, they 
kind of just sit back. They kind 
of dare you; they get you out of 
rhythm." Weber said. "It bothered 
everyone." 

K-State struggled out of the 
gate, falling into an early 15-4 rut 
before guard Marcus Foster came 
through yet again for the team 
this season. The freshman from 
Wichita Falls, Texas nailed three 
quick threes to give the Wildcats 
some fire and put them back in 
the game. 

"We came out dry," junior for- 
ward Thomas Gipson said after 
the game. "We came out short. 
People were making shots, and 
that led to us playing bad on de- 
fense. We dug ourselves into a 
hole and in the second half, Omari 
[Lawrence] came out and got 
started and picked us up on that 
and on the defensive side." 

The Wildcats went into half- 
time with a 31-26 deficit, and only 
three players scored for K-State 
in the half: Foster, senior guard 
Shane Southwell, and Gipson. 

The second half provided a bit 
of a revival for K-State, especially 
through the play of senior guard 
Omari Lawrence, who came alive 
with nine points and two steals in 
the half, and freshman guard Nigel 
Johnson, who added seven points 
and three assists. Perhaps most 
importantly, after 11 turnovers 
and four assists in the first half, the 
team had 10 assists and just two 
turnovers in the second half. 

"To Omari's credit, he didn't 
play much last game, wasn't part 
of all the excitement, and he was 
a big difference maker for us in 
the game," Weber said of the Law- 



rence's effort. 

Foster led the team with 18 
points, thanks to 4-9 from beyond 
the arc, but he was 6-20 shoot- 
ing overall. Southwell added 17 
points and six rebounds, while 
Gipson put up 13 and eight inside. 

The team struggled to shoot 
as a whole, hitting just over 32 
percent of their shots in the first 
half and just over 38 for the entire 
game. 

"We haven't shot well all year, 
so I'm hoping it'll come some- 
time," said Weber. 

Even more disturbing was the 
free throw shooting, something 
that has plagued the team for 
years now. The Wildcats hit just 
10-20 free throws, including an 
embarrassing 3-11 in the last five 
minutes, when the game was on 
the line. If the team could have 
hit even just a few more of those 
easy shots from the line, the game 
would not have been nearly as 
close at the end. 

"Down the stretch, Thomas 
[Gipson] misses two, Shane 
[Southwell] missed his front end, 
Omari [Lawrence] misses two, I 
dont know who else, somebody 
else might have missed," said 
Weber. "Now you have to fight for 
your life." 

Notably absent from the 
scoring column was senior Will 
Spradling, one of the team's key 
leaders and the main point guard 
this season so far. Spradling played 
26 scoreless minutes, adding four 
rebounds and three assists on the 
evening. 

"He's our most experienced 
guy; he's been through it," Weber 
said. "I think he's put a lot of pres- 
sure on himself. I yelled at him 
at halftime. I hadn't yelled at him 
probably since I got herc.He's got 
to be better than that." 

South Dakota's leading scorer 
Brandon Bos was mostly silent, 
with just four points in 31 min- 
utes, all of which came from free 
throws, but senior center Trevor 
Gruis more than made up for 
Bos' down night. Gruis delivered 
inside, playing all 40 minutes with 
18 points, nine rebounds, and 
three blocks. Gruis proved a huge 
matchup problem for Gipson all 
night inside and had his way of- 
fensively for much of the game. 

Despite the less-than-desirable 
play, a win is a win for the Wildcats 
who walk away with their fourth 
straight. K-State will try for five in a 
row this Sunday against Troy at 5 
p.m. in Bramlage, a last chance to 
get out before finals consume the 
lives and happiness of students 
next week. 



Hannah Hunsinger | Collegian 

Marcus Foster, freshman guard, leaps for a three-pointer against Univers- 
tiy of South Dakota defenders last night in Bramlage Coliseum. Foster hit 
four three-pointers during the game, leading the Wildcats to victory. 




Free throw struggles plague 
Wildcats, could spell losses 




John Zetmier 



Head coach Bruce Weber compared 
Tuesday night s win over South Dakota to a trip 
to the dentist. That will happen when a team 
sneaks by with a 64-62 win over a 3-6 team 
from the Summit League. It did not come easy, 
but like the saying goes "a win is a win." 

A lot of K-State s struggles came from the 
charity stripe on Tuesday night in Bramlage 
Coliseum. The Wildcats shot a combined 10-20 
from the free throw line against South Dakota. 

"I can speak for myself: I kind of thought 
about it too much at the end," junior forward 
Thomas Gipson said. "The free throws that I did 
make, I was relaxed and I took deep breaths." 

Free throw issues have been a lingering 
concern for the Wildcats throughout their first 
nine games of the season. 

K-State struggled to close out the the game 
against the Coyotes from the free throw line. In 
the final 51 seconds of the game, K-State made 
only one of their seven free throw attempts. 

It started with Gipson missing his first two 
shots with under a minute to go. Senior guards 
Shane Southwell and Omari Lawrence fol- 
lowed up by going a combined zero for three. 
What should have been a closeout situation 



turned out to be a gut check for the young 
Wildcat side. 

"Now you have to fight for your life, and you 
never know," Weber said. "That long shot goes 
in at the end, we're in trouble." 

The Wildcats found themselves down by 
two points with two seconds left in to start their 
season against Northern Colorado. K-State 
came out on the losing end in their season 
opener with free throws playing a big factor. 
Against Northern Colorado, K-State shot a 
meager 16 of 33 from the free throw line, leav- 
ing plenty of points on the board. 

"Overall, we do need to shoot a better free 
throw percentage if we want close out close 
games," Gipson said. "If everybody made their 
free throws, we wouldn't have to worry about 
being down two with two seconds left." 

Not a single K-State player has shot over 80 
percent from the free throw line this season, 
most notably senior guard Will Spradling. 
Through his first three seasons at K-State, 
Spradling has always shot above 82 percent 
from the foul line. Last season, the Kansas 
native connected on 86 percent of his free 
throw attempts, but it has been a different story 
through his short senior campaign thus far. 
Shooting only 70 percent from the line so far 
this season has left the Wildcats without a go-to 
guy late in games. 

It isn't often that Spadling finds himself left 
off the the scoring column, but that was the 
case for the senior on Tuesday night. 

John Zetmier is an junior in print journalism. 
Please send all comments to sports. kstatecoUe- 
gian.com. 





Hannah Hunsinger | Collegian 

Marcus Foster, freshman guard, flies past two University of South Dakota defenders at last 
night's close Wildcats win in Bramlage Coliseum. 



Hannah Hunsinger | Collegian 

Omari Lawrence, senior guard, battles his way to the basket between two University of South Dakota 
defenders at last night's game in Bramlage Coliseum. 
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Plant pathology professor awarded endowed chair 



Marcella Brooks 
staff writer 

Bikram Gill, university distin- 
guished plant pathology profes- 
sor and founding director of the 
Wheat Genetics Resource Center, 
has been awarded an endowed 
chair by the K- State University 
Foundation, established in his 
name. 

Gill has been at K-State since 
1979, after moving from his asso- 
ciate professor position at the Uni- 
versity of Florida. 

"I was working in south Florida, 
living on Miami Beach and people 
said What are you doing? Are you 



crazy? You're going to Kansas?' 
And I said, 'Yes, I'm going to work 
on wheat, and Kansas is the big- 
gest wheat producing state,'" Gill 
said. 

Gill has received many awards 
throughout his career at the local, 
national and international levels. 
These awards include a National 
Friendship Award from the Chi- 
nese government and Wheat Man 
of the Year by the Kansas Associa- 
tion of Wheat Growers. 

Duane Wilson and John Raupp, 
associate and senior scientists in 
plant pathology, have been work- 
ing with Gill since the early 1980s. 

"This [job] is his passion. He has 



the ideas, and our job is to accom- 
plish them," Wilson said. 

Gill's responsibilities cover 

"This job is his passion. 
He has the ideas, and 
our job is to accomplish 
them" 

Duane Wilson 
associate scientist in plant 
pathology 

many different areas of the plant 
pathology department. 

"He's got to keep track of what is 
growing in the greenhouse," Raupp 



said. "He's got to keep track of what 
I have in the seed bank. He's got 
to keep track of all the molecular 
work that people are spouting out. 
He's got another chromosome 
lab. There are four really different 
areas that he is constantly pulling 
together. He's a big picture guy." 

Gill's interest is not limited to 
his own responsibilities. 

"It's hard to pick out one thing 
that he's more interested in at 
times, because sometimes I think 
'Well maybe this isn't that im- 
portant,' but when spring comes 
around and we've got things show- 
ing up in the field he's out there 
looking at things, wanting to know 



what's going on," Wilson said. 
"He's interested in all the facets. I 
think that's an important key for a 
person in a director's position." 

Gill will hold the Bikram S. 
Gill Chair in Wheat Genetics for 
the next five years to finish out 
his phased retirement. The chair, 
funded by Bayer CropScience and 
private donations from friends 
and colleagues, will then be used 
to recruit his successor. 

"Officially, I will retire, but I will 
still keep working," Gill said. "This 
is my hobby. I've never considered 
this as my job. I'll continue work as 
a so-called volunteer." 



Board of Regents approves K- State programs to become departments 



Shelton Burch 
staff writer 

The K-State women's stud- 
ies program and the K-State 
American ethnics program 
have both been elevated from 
programs to departments by 
the ICansas Board of Regents. 

The change was approved 
by the council of the chief aca- 
demic officers at the board on 
Oct. 16. 

Breeze Richardson, asso- 
ciate director of communi- 
cations and government re- 
lations for the Kansas Board 
of Regents, said the change 



required the approval of the 
chief academic officers of each 
institution rather than the ap- 
proval of the entire board and 
the council of the presidents. 

"It's only when new money 
is being allocated that those 
other bodies also have to give 
approval," Richardson said. 

In an email, Michele Janette, 
associate professor of English 
and head of the women's 
studies department; said the 
change was simply a change 
in official designation and that 
nothing in practice will change 
with the shift from program to 
department. 



"For women's studies, this 
is an official change in status 
that reflects the actual reali- 
ty that has been in place for 
many years," Janette said. "We 
have long had our own major, 
our own institutional budget, 
controlled our own curricu- 
lum and hired our own ten- 
ure-track faculty. Institutional- 
ly, this is a recognition of what 
women's studies already is." 

Janette said the main ben- 
efit is that departments are 
more institutionally secure 
than programs. 

Yolanda Broyles-Gonzalez, 
university distinguished pro- 



fessor and director of the de- 
partment of American ethnic 
studies, said in an email that 
the department of American 
ethnic studies most looks for- 
ward to the resources this will 
provide, as well as to the secu- 
rity that being a department 
adds. 

"Currently we have only 
three tenure track faculty 
and two lecturers," Broyles- 
Gonzalez said. "We are prob- 
ably the smallest unit on this 
campus. I trust the adminis- 
tration will give us the faculty 
resources we need in the near 
future." 



Richardson said the regents 
do not make decisions about 
what changes of this sort will 
be made at the university level. 
That part is left to the chief ac- 
ademic officers at each univer- 
sity and their staff. 

"The Board of Regents trusts 
the universities and their chief 
academic officers and their 
staff to administer what hap- 
pens at their universities," 
Richardson said. "So they [the 
board] make the major policy 
decisions and leave it up to the 
university's chief academic of- 
ficers to determine the policies 
for their programs." 



In addition to the council 
of chief academic officers, 
some decisions require the 
regents and a separate board, 
the board of presidents, to also 
give approval. 

Items that require approv- 
al of all three boards include 
new schools and departments 
that require state funding, 
new degree programs, exten- 
sion of degree programs to 
higher levels (such as making 
an associate degree program 
a bachelor degree program), 
and adding new majors under 
an existing degree name. 



Post-graduation finals for graduating seniors just don't make sense 




Melanle Thomas 



Ah, graduation. On Friday 
and Saturday, hundreds will 
walk into Bramlage CoUesium 
as K-State students and walk 
out K-State alumni. Cue the 
gratuitous amounts of celebra- 
tion, feasting on graduation 
party faire, closing out "the best 
years of your life" and looking 
forward to bright futures as stu- 
dents take their first steps into 
the "real world." And if they're 
undergraduate students, they'll 



have something else to look 
forward to: finals week. 

Nothing like capping off a 
weekend of celebrating the end 
of college like turning around 
and taking more college 
exams. Just think of all the 
fun grads will be having this 
weekend between celebrating 
with family and friends and 
cramming for their last series 
of exams! 

Somehow, though, it doesn't 
seem unreasonable to think 
that when an undergrad 
student walks across the stage 
and flips his tassel from the 
right side of his mortarboard to 
the left, he's done with college. 
This business of taking finals, 
which often plays a huge 
role in determining course 



grades, and more importantly, 
whether the student does or 
does not graduate, seems a bit 
ridiculous. 

As could be expected, 
graduate students are required 
to have their final projects and 
exams completed and turned 
in before graduation. Doctoral 
candidates must present their 
dissertations before partic- 
ipating in commencement 
ceremonies. It seems only 
logical that undergraduate 
students should be held to the 
same requirements. 

Some colleges, like Scripps 
College in Claremont, Calif., 
deal with final exams by 
scheduling all examinations for 



graduating seniors the week 
before regular finals week, to 
ensure that seniors are finished 
and grades are in by the time 
students walk across the stage. 

Other universities avoid the 
problem altogether by sched- 
uling all finals the week before 
commencement. This way, all 
students, seniors or otherwise, 
are done with the semester 
by the time graduation rolls 
around. This is the strategy of 
our neighboring agriculture 
school to the north, the Univer- 
sity of Nebraska at Lincoln. 

It can be understandably 
hectic and a bit of a mess to 
try to schedule a special time 



for seniors to take their finals 
the week before all the other 
undergraduate students take 
their exams. And yes, maybe 
in some realm, waiting to hold 
commencement ceremonies 
until after finals week is over 
could cause logistical or sched- 
uling issues. Maybe. 

But either one of these solu- 
tions makes more sense than 
making seniors go through 
the graduation ceremony and 
all of the hectic and exciting 
things that go along with it, 
like parties, hosting family 
members — let's be honest, 
that can be stressful enough in 



its own right — lining up a first 
job, getting ready to move and 
saying goodbye to the friends 
they've spent the past four 
or more years with, all while 
studying for finals. 

Seniors have enough to 
deal with while going through 
graduation without having 
to squeeze in finding time to 
study for the last final exams 
of their lives. Let's give those 
seniors a well-deserved break 
K-State and rethink what we're 
doing with our finals schedule. 

Melanie Thomas is a senior 
in print journalism. Please 
send comments to opinion® 
kstatecollesian.com. 
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Fort Riley launches Operation Santa Glaus, drop offs located throughout city 



Fort Riley is once again 
hosting its annual Opera- 
tion Santa Glaus fundraising 
event. The official kickoff 
started with a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony on Nov. 13 at San- 
ta's headquarters and will end 
with the final wrapping of gifts 
on Dec. 21. 

Operation Santa Glaus is 
an annual toy drive that part- 
ners with the Association of 
the United States Army, Our 
Gommunity Spouses Glub, 
and the community. With 
their help, toys and donations 
are collected for military fam- 
ilies in need at Fort Riley and 
in the community. 

"This program helps bring 
the spirit of the season to chil- 
dren and families who are in 
need while giving the com- 



munity the opportunity to 
give back to those who sacri- 
fice so much for us every day 
through their service to the 
nation," Steve Elstrom, Fort 
Riley Public Affairs, said. 

The price range for un- 
wrapped toys is recommend- 
ed to be between $15 and $25 
and for children ages 0-18 
years old. However, current 
needs are for the 12-14 year- 
old-boys, 14-18-year-olds of 
both genders and 0-1 infants. 

The program asks purchas- 
ers to to avoid stuffed animals, 
due to any potential allergies. 

Students or anyone who is 
interested in volunteering can 
go online and sign up. Volun- 
teers have the opportunity 
to help with gift wrapping or 
go shopping with a soldier. 



Thirty volunteers are needed 
each day with three or four 
volunteering in an hour time 
frame. 

There are also special 
events being held in the Fort 
Riley, Junction Gity and Man- 
hattan areas to help out with 
toy donations. 

For KSU students, a toy-do- 
nating event will be held on 
Dec. 11 at McGain Auditori- 
um with the performance of 
the Brian Setzer Orchestra. 
On Dec. 15, if you bring a toy 
to the KSU Women's Basket- 
ball game, general admission 
tickets will be $3. 

During the week of Dec. 
16-21, parents have the op- 
portunity to visit Santa's head- 
quarters to pick out the toys 
they want for their children. 



The building is festively deco- 
rated and located on Historic 
Main Post. Inside is a ware- 
house of toys along with a gift 
wrapping station. 

Ghristine Benne, Asso- 
ciation of the United States 
Army, said there are some 
people who just stop in and 
drop off toys. 

One night, an anonymous 
family took all of the toys on 
the shelves at Walmart and 
ran them through the check- 
out line. They were able to 
donate $10,000 in toys, Benne 
said. 

This program is a great way 
for Greek life, organizations, 
and clubs at K-State to come 
together this holiday season 
and show the power behind 
the K-State family. 



Fort Riley's Operation 
Santa Glaus is in its 29th 
year with the goal of collect- 
ing 5,000 toys and $10,000 
in donations. Last year, 500 
families and 1,500 children 
received gifts and enjoyed a 
happy holiday season. 

Toy donations can be 
dropped off at any of the drop 
box locations on post at Fort 
Riley, Junction Gity or Man- 
hattan. The following drop-off 
spots are located around the 
Manhattan area: 

• American Family Insur- 
ance, 3320 W. Anderson Ave. 

• Gymnastics Plus, 2730 
Amherst Ave. 

• Kmart, 401 E. Poyntz Ave. 

• Manhattan Ghamber of 
Gommerce, 501 Poyntz Ave. 

• Navy Federal Gredit 



Union, 501 N. 3rd Place next 
to Dick's Sporting Goods 

• Walmart, 101 Bluemont 
Ave. 

• Walgreens, 2719 Ander- 
son Ave. and 325 Bluemont 
Ave. 

Monetary donations 
should be mailed to: Oper- 
ation Santa Glaus, P.O. Box 
2427, Fort Riley, KS 66442. 
Ghecks should be made out 
to Operation Santa Glaus. 

To volunteer, you can sign 
up at signupgenius.com/go/ 
409094CA5AE2AA75-oper- 
ation. 

Editor's Note: This article 
was completed as an assign- 
ment for a class in the A.Q. 
Miller School of Journalism 
and Mass Communications. 



TOYS I Children's gift 
wishes change with times 



Continued from page 1 

"That's what I was interested in, 
and that's what all my friends 
had." 

Michelle Pankey, sopho- 
more in elementary education, 
said that technology can be 
both good and bad for chil- 
dren. 

"From an educational 
perspective, technology can 
be helpful and innovative," 
Pankey said. "But it depends 
on the types of apps they are 
using." 

The transition into a tech- 
nology dependent society has 
made it easy for parents to 
keep their children occupied 
without any social interaction. 

"Parents can't sit with their 
kids all the time to teach them 
all those things," Nippert said. 
"I understand that, but there's 
that fear that technology is 
overused." 



In order to replace all of 
that screen time, Nippert rec- 
ommends placing something 
more creative under the tree 
for preschool-aged children. 

"You really want to think 
about open-ended toys, which 
means toys that can be used in 
lots of different ways or for lots 
of different purposes," Nippert 
said. 

With her emphasis in pre- 
school-age children, Nippert 
recommends toys such as 
Legos, blocks or creative art 
materials that allow kids to 
construct a variety of struc- 
tures. These types of creative 
tools help develop problem 
solving skills. 

"Helping children learn 
when they're very young that 
they can come up with a vari- 
ety of ways to solve the same 
problem is going to translate 
into older activities and older 
learning," Nippert said. 



TECH I Increase in 
amount of international 
collaboration could 
improve research, help 
reach K-State 2025 goals 



Continued from page 1 

Caldas said. "These agree- 
ments will allow our faculty 
and students to exchange 
experiences and maximize 
their opportunities. It will 
allow them to tap into inter- 
national research collabora- 
tion of global concerns and 
achieve research excellence." 

Caldas also spoke about 
how the K-State 2025 plan 
seeks to provide opportuni- 
ties for international experi- 
ences that fit with students' 
desire to be competitive in a 



global market. He said he un- 
derstands how incorporating 
this international experience 
in the classroom is now cru- 
cial to students' future. 

"IC can provide our stu- 
dents with different perspec- 
tives of the world," Caldas 
said, "this being through a 
lecture from a visiting schol- 
ar or through collaboration 
on the Internet, web-based 
classes. If we want to prepare 
our students for the global 
market, then we can't afford 
to miss out on international 
collaboration." 



Xfie drossAA/ord? 




SoWe it... 

Try to SoWe it... 
^/Vait until tomorrovs/ 
and copy OA/er 
the ansvK/ers 

JKiny AA/ay you look at it. 
It just AA/orTcsl 




To place an advertisement call 

785-532-6555 

E-mail classifieds@kstatecollegian.com 



classifiads 




NEW HOME' FINDER 

Let us help yoy;-choose your neighborhood 
The symbols oj\ the map coordinate with 
an area of town. ^ „_ , .... ..^.n 

-KimbsH Ave i li^o I ffpf f\H U 



NEW HOME 

FINDER For details see map. 



I Stadium 

► West Campus 

, Anderson/Seth Child 



0 Aggieville/Downtown 
^ East Campus 
Close to town 



Rent-Apt Unfurnished Rent-Houses 8 Duplexes 



W W W . V I L - 
LAFAYPROPERTIES. 
com. Many units to 
choose from. Washer/ 
dryer, parking. Next to 
campus. No pets. 785- 
537-7050. 



RENT NOW for 
June/August 2014. 
Get a head start. Four 
or five bedroom 
houses. East of cam- 
pus. Close to Ag- 
gieville. Call to see 
availability. 785-539- 
3672 



.oontion 

to advertise 
your rental property. 



Contact us at 
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Housing/Real Estate 




ATTRACTIVE SPA- 
CIOUS two-bedroom, 
one and one-half bath- 
room. Well maintained 
building. $750. 709 N 
Julliete. 785-341-1319. 
♦ 

GREAT LOCATION! 
Spacious three-bed- 
room, two bath, with 
washer and dryer, close 
to KSU and shopping. 
$960 per month. Call 
Irvine Real Estate at 
785-539-9800, Monday- 
Friday 9-5 or Marlene 
at 785-341-8576 any- 
time for more details. 

ONE-BEDROOM 
APARTMENT for rent, 
available January 1st. 
two blocks from cam- 
pus, one half block from 
Aggieville. Newer build- 
ing in excellent condi- 
tion. No pets. Holly 785- 
313-3136 

ONE-BEDROOM. $500 
or $600. Available Jan- 
uary. Short-term lease 
if needed. Gas, water, 
trash paid. No pets. No 
smoking. 785-532-8662. 

TWO, THREE, and four- 
bedroom. Close to cam- 
pus. Dishwasher. Cen- 
tral air. Laundry facili- 
ties. No pets. 785-539- 
0866. 

TWO-BEDROOM $750. 
Available January. 
Short-term lease if 
needed. Gas, water, 
trash paid. No pets. No 
smoking. 785-532-8662. 



WOODWAY APART- 
MENTS. New specials 
for move in by Jan- 
uary15, 2014. Two-bed- 
room, two-bathroom, 
den, three-bedroom, 
two-bathroom, den and 
four-bedroom, two-bath- 
room. Specials starting 
at $725.00 per month. 
Some include free rent 
with immediate move 
in. 2420 Greenbriar Dr. 
(across from the sta- 
dium). woodway_apart- 
ments@yahoo.com 
785-537-7007. ■ 




908 CONNECTICUT- 
Very nice three bed- 
room, three bath, one 
car garage. Close to 
Westloop shopping cen- 
ter for $1200/month + 
deposit. No pets, call 
620-655-8494. a 




RENT NOW for 
June/August 2014. Get 
a head start. Four or 
five bedroom houses. 
East of campus. Close 
to Aggieville. Call to 
see availability. 785- 
539-3672 

SECOND SEMESTER 
available December 
16th. Three-bedroom 
with garage. Very 
clean. Washer/ dryer. 
New furnace/ AC. Pets 
okay. 785-317-7713 

THREE-BEDROOM 
HOUSES right next to 
campus starting at 
$975 per month. Call 
785-539-1554. 



TWO-BEDROOM 
HOUSE starting at 
$800 per month. Call 
785-539-1554. 

TWO-BEDROOM with 
garage, washer/ dryer, 
dishwasher. Available 
now. 314 Kearney. 
$700. 537-7138. ♦ 



ONE BEDROOM avail- 
able in a two bedroom 
apartment. Two blocks 
from KSU campus one 
block from Aggieville. 
Any kind of pet allowed. 
Very nice. Looking to 
sublease end of Decem- 
ber or start of January 
(after Fall semester, be- 
fore Spring semester). 
Rent without an animal 
is $585. Rent with an 
animal is $615. Utilities 
Included. 
aubrey23@ksu.edu 

SUB LEASER needed 
for seven girl house 
1127 Vattier. Rent 
$385/ month. Cable, in- 
ternet, washer/ dryer. 
Private parking. 913- 
593-6324. ♦ 




Employment/Careers 



FOUR-BEDROOM, two 
bath duplex with all ap- 
pliances, off-street park- 
ing and half block from 
campus. $1200/mo. 
Move in before Christ- 
mas. Emerald Property 
Management 587-9000 
(LCI 433) 

FOUR-BEDROOM, 
Two-bathroom, plus of- 
fice. $1250. Flyer at 
house. 1709 Cassell 
Road. Near KSU stadi- 
ums. No pets. Available 
January 1st. 785-236- 
0239. • 




Roommate Wanted 



NEEDING ONE roo- 
mate January 1, 2014 
for a fourth in a four- 
bedroom house on Hill- 
crest Dr. $350 rent plus 
1/4 utilities. Call Katie 
785-643-5059.* 



ROOMMATE NEEDED 
close to KSU call 785- 
776-2102 or text 785- 
317-4701. 



AG GRADUATES want 
a job close to Manhat- 
tan? Large diversified 
farm 35 miles NE of 
Manhattan is looking for 
a qualified individual to 
assist in supervision of 
crop and livestock pro- 
duction . Full-time re- 
sponsibilities include: 
row cropping, produc- 
tion of F1 gilts, welding, 
and repairs in well 
equipped shop. Hous- 
ing provided. 785-458- 
9548 or rezacfarm- 
s@yahoo.com. 



COLLEGIAN MEDIA 
Group has a part-time 
student position for a 
Web Developer to start 
immediately. Should be 
experienced with PHP, 
HTML, CSS, SQL, and 
have a background in 
WordPress and Drupal. 
Hours are scheduled 
around classes primar- 
ily Monday through Fri- 
day 8 a.m. -5 p.m. We 
can only consider a full- 
time student enrolled in 
at least six hours cur- 
rently and enrolled for 
Spring 2014 semester. 
You may apply at www.- 
kstatecollegian.com/ap- 
ply and click on IT sup- 
port or you can pick up 
an application in 113 
Kedzie and return to 
113 or 103 Kedzie. 
Please include your 
spring 2014 class 
schedule. Will accept 
applications until the po- 
sition is filled. 



FULL-TIME PERSON 
wanted on diversified 
farm northeast of Man- 
hattan. Crop and live- 
stock production. Hous- 
ing included. 785-456- 
4875. 



KANSAS SHRINE Bowl 
seeks Secretary-Admin- 
istrative Assistant. Job 
duties include: Busi- 
ness bookkeeping and 
accounting; Office and 
operational duties; Of- 
fice, employee, & volun- 
teer communications; 
Direct and carry out the 
day-to-day activities of 
the office; Administra- 
tion of event and volun- 
teer activities. 
If interested in applying 
please email your re- 
sume and cover letter 
to shrinebowl@hotmail.- 
com 



KANSAS STATE Bank 
is hiring for a part-time 
teller at our Highway 24 
branch. As a teller you 
will provide services to 
clients including check- 
book balancing and pro- 
cess and verify transac- 
tions while providing ex- 
emplary service to our 
clients and your team 
members. Responsibili- 
ties will also include 
cross-selling bank prod- 
ucts and services. One 
to two years of previous 
bank or cash-handling 
experience, moderate 
computer skills and 10- 
key proficiency is re- 
quired. You should 
have strong customer 
service abilities, good 
sales and motivational 
skills, and present a 
neat, professional ap- 
pearance. This is a pub- 
lic contact position; can- 
didates should enjoy 
and be adept at dealing 
with the public. You will 
also demonstrate solid 
time management, orga- 
nization and communi- 
cation skills. Visit 
ksstatebank.com/jobs 
for more information 
and to apply now. No 
phone calls or fax sub- 
missions. EOE. 

LOOKING FOR mature 
individuals to become 
part of our Night Staff 
team. Overnight shifts 
and some weekend 
days required. Please 
apply in person to the 
Manhattan Emergency 
Shelter, Inc. 416 S. 4th 
Street. EOE 

STUDENTPAYOUTS.- 
COM. PAID survey tak- 
ers needed in Manhat- 
tan. 100% free to join. 
Click on surveys. 

HIBACHI HUT NOW 
HIRING all positions. 
Servers, bartenders, 
line cooks, dishwash- 
ers, and hosts. Apply at 
322 Houston. 



Find 
a Job! 

JHelp Wanted 
Section 
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Pregnancy 
Testing Center 

539-3338 



www.PTCkansas.com 
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"Real Options, Real Help, Real Hope'' 
Free pregnancy testing 
Totally confidential service 
Same day results 
Call for appointment 
Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m. -5 p.m. 
Across from campus in Anderson Village 



Deadlines 



Classified ads must be 
placed by noon the day 
before you want your ad 
to run. Classified display 

ads must be placed by 
4 p.m. two working days 

prior to the date you 

want your ad to run. 

CALL 785-532-6555 

E-mail classifieds@kstatecollegian.com 



Classified Rates 



1 DAY 

20 words or less 
$14.95 
each word over 20 
20i per word 

2 DAYS 

20 words or less 
$16.95 
each word over 20 
25i per word 

3 DAYS 

20 words or less 
$19.95 
each word over 20 
30^ per word 

4 DAYS 

20 words or less 
$22.50 
each word over 20 
35^ per word 

5 DAYS 

20 words or less 
$25.05 
each word over 20 
AOi per word 

(consecutive day rate) 



To Place An Ad 



Go to Kedzie 103 (across 

from the K-State 
Student Union.) Office 
hours are Monday 
through Friday from 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 



How To Pay 



All classifieds must be 
paid in advance unless 
you have an account 

with Student 
Publications Inc. Cash, 
check, MasterCard, Visa 

or Discover are 
accepted. There is a $25 
service charge on all 
returned checks. We 
reserve the right to edit, 
reject or properly 
classify any ad. 



Corrections 



If you find an error in 
your ad, please call us. 
We accept responsibility 
only for the first wrong 
insertion. 



Cancellations 



If you sell your item 
before your ad has 
expired, we will refund 
you for the remaining 
days. You must call us 
before noon the day 
before the ad is to be 
published. 
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1 $ALT Money + you = ? 



Don't leave it to fate.Take control of your finances 
and sign up for free guidance at k-state.edu/salt. 

BROUGHTTO K-STATE STUDENTS BY POWERCAT FINANCIAL COUNSELING 
Learn more at k-state.edu/pfc or by calling 785-532-2889. A 




5 options for students to start saving for retirement 



Christa Deneault 
staff writer 

The typical student does not usu- 
ally ponder on when to start saving 
for retirement. However, it is an issue 
that will arise for all students shortly 
after graduation. 

"I think retirement is an im- 
portant part of life that deserves 
thought. However, worrying about 
it while taking classes won't do you 
any good, but the time for worrying 
and thinking about retirement will 
come," Micah Daniels, freshman in 
computer science, said. 

According to the U.S. Department 
of Labor, the average American 
spends 20 years in retirement and 
less than half of Americans have cal- 
culated the costs of such actions. It 
is important, upon entering into the 
work force, to understand and create 



personal savings goals in order to 
plan a successful retirement. 

"The best practice a young person 
can do is to start with their first pay- 



check and to pay themselves first by 
holding a small amount of money 
and putting it in a retirement ac- 
count," Dean Thibault, executive vice 
president of Landmark National 
Bank, said. "Its just that simple." 



The three main retirement plans 
are 401(k), Roth IRA and Tradition- 
al IRA. These three differ mostly by 
who issues them. They also differ in 



whether they are tax-deferred or not. 

Students usually are not eligible 
for a 401(k). These are retirement 
plans provided by employers for full- 
time employees. Many employers 
will match the amount the employ- 



ee puts toward the account. 

'Always take advantage of any- 
thing your company will match," 
Tristan Grieves, sophomore in 
chemical engineering, said. 

A 401(k) allows the retiree to 
choose the type of investments they 
would like to contribute to based on 
portfolios. They are tax-deferred. In 
other words, money for the fund is 
taken out of the employees check 
before taxation and taxes are paid 
at retirement. If this is an option for 
students once they have a full time 
career, it is an excellent way to save 
for retirement. 

"Don't be afraid to play with the 
stock market, but don't put all your 
plans into such a risky system," 
Grieves said. 

The more accessible options for 
retirement are the Roth IRA and 
Traditional IRA. An IRA is an indi- 



vidual retirement account that is set 
up with a financial institution and 
can contain any type of investment 
the individual wants. For example 
the IRA may be any combination of 
bonds, stocks, mutual funds, certifi- 
cates of deposits, etc. 

The difference between a Roth 
and a Traditional IRA depends on 
when the invested money is taxed. 
A Roth taxes the money before it's 
invested and allows it to grow tax 
free. The Traditional is a tax write- 
off, but the earnings are taxed in the 
future. Roth tends to be the better 
financial choice because the funds 
are allowed to grow tax free, there- 
fore usually leaving less to be paid 
in taxes. 

Retirement may seem far away, 
but for students willing to give it 
thought, the effort will be well spent. 



"The best practice a young person can do is to 
start with their first paycheck and to pay them- 
selves first by holding a small amount of money 
and putting it in a retirement account." 

Dean Thibault 

Landmark National Bank, executive vice president 



Off -brand foods: A brand by any other name still sells as well 



Patrick White 
staff writer 

When a product is labeled 
off-brand, there's a connota- 
tion that something is "off" 
about the product. 

Despite what people may 
think of off-brands, when it 
comes to food, the one thing 
any college student strapped 
for cash can appreciate is 
that they're cheaper. 

So the question becomes, 
"Should maker's name be 
valued over practicality?" 
The answer is...sometimes. 
Compromise is great to aim 
for and can help save money, 
but students note that some 



items are irreplaceable. 

"I prefer to eat at the 
[Kramer] dining center, be- 
cause it is close," Marco 
Carpio, graduate student in 
education, said. "When I do 
shop, I get some things that 
are simple to prepare and 
that are fresh. The food tastes 
better fresh because the 
flavor is still there. I don't like 
prepared foods." 

Most student consumers 
seek to have the best of both 
worlds: low price and great 
taste. 

Caleb Kuhlman, senior in 
music education, said when 
it comes to comparison, it 
depends. 



"The more variables in the 
ingredients, the more the off- 
brand is not worth it, because 
it makes more of a difference," 
Kuhlman said. "You can go 
either way on boxed macaro- 
ni, because it's just pasta. But 
knock-off ranch dressing is 
not as good as Hidden Valley 
Ranch. Neither are knock-off 
Oreos compared to Oreos 
or any other brand of sliced 
cheese compared to Kraft 
singles." 

Though when it comes to 
purchasing off-brands, Kuhl- 
man said he did have a pref- 
erence. 

"Kroger brands is the good 
baseline, but there are those 



that are not as good as the 
brand name," Kuhlman said. 

Store brands are the prod- 
ucts that are made by the 
same company that owns the 
store. Between the big names 
and the small ones, store 
brands are intermediary, 
especially since they have 
the most control over those 
items. 

Zack Corpus, doctoral can- 
didate in tuba performance 
at the University of Mem- 
phis also said that Kroger is a 
good off-brand. 

"Kroger, the Dillion's store 
brand, is usually of good 
quality," Corpus said. "I espe- 
cially like Kroger chfli beans 



and various frozen leafy 
vegetables. Usually there is 
a quality difference, but not 
enough for me to choose 
something more expensive 
at this point of my life. They 
are nice to eat and cheap for 
a student to purchase." 

More often than not, cost is 
a big deal. One prime exam- 
ple is soda. Generic soda is 
about half the cost of name- 
brand soda, illustrating a 
price gap that exists between 
name and off-brand items 
that can vary from small to 
quite large. 

"I also like [the off-brand] 
lunch meats, compared to 
say Hillshire Farms or Oscar 



Mayer," Corpus said. "Things 
are more expensive than 
usual because you are paying 
for the jingle. I like using 
them to make something else 
as part of a kind of off-brand 
recipe. I am glad they have 
them because other things 
are more expensive." 

Though we may know 
them as the generic or knock- 
off forms of other more 
famous products, some off- 
brand foods end up better 
than the original or simply 
more famous. 

"My favorite food that is 
also a knock-off would have 
to be knock-off SpaghettiOs," 
Kuhlman said. 



Long story arcs on TV here to stay 
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Brian Hampel 
staff writer 



"I used to watch it, but I missed 
a few episodes, and now I can't 
follow it anymore." 

In the 21st century, this is an 
all-too-familiar sentiment be- 
cause TV shows with heavy con- 
tinuity and multi-episode, and 
even multi-season, story arcs are 
on the rise. 

In decades past, TV writers 
had to be very cautious around 
long story arcs since it was dif- 
ficult or impossible for the au- 
dience to follow along week-to- 
week. But in the age of Netflix 
and "the complete first season on 
DVD," story arc restrictions don't 
always apply. 

In addition to watching TV 
episodes when they're broadcast, 
modern audiences have the en- 
ticing option of waiting for a show 
to come out on DVD and power- 
ing through a whole season in a 
day or two. 

"When I was recovering from 
a tonsillectomy, I hinged through 
the first two seasons of 'Dexter' to 
kill time, and got hooked," Spen- 
cer Pellant, junior in fine arts, 
said. 

Pellant recalled accidentally 
discovering a lot of richness in 
the series when watched straight 
through. 

"The continuity makes it more 
believable and ties the whole 
show together," Pellant said. 

Ryan Rutledge, junior in infor- 
mation systems, said he agreed 
with Pellant that watching TV 
show seasons continually offers 
great detail for viewers. 

"I watched 'Breaking Bad,' 
mostly by waiting for it to come 
out on Netflix," Rutledge said. 
"When you watch it all at once, 
and the story can continue for so 
long because it isn't confined to 
one episode, you get a lot of char- 



acter development that doesn't 
come through in a shorter show." 

Rutledge and Pellant aren't 
alone in watching TV shows to 
gain character development and 
strong story plot lines. 

"I like to follow Arrow' and 
Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.,'" Xavier 
Gavin, senior in interior architec- 
ture said. 

He said heavy continuity, 
while pioneered by superhero 
comics, is made more accessi- 
ble to people by the realism and 
brevity of live action TV 

"Movies are starting to get 
into the three-hour range, which 
is kinda long, even for a compel- 
ling narrative," Gavin said. "I think 
TV arcs allow me to enjoy a long, 
compelling story while being 
able to take breaks in 30 minute 
intervals if I want." 

TVTropes.org calls this phe- 
nomenon "Better on DVD." Ac- 
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cording to its article on the sub- 
ject, "It probably has something 
to do with the fact that the writers 
live in the environment they have 
created for the characters 24/7, 
and the 'previously on' is not 
enough to bring the viewer back 
into that world." 

It points to examples like 'Ar- 
rested Development," "The Wire" 
and "Buffy the Vampire Slayer" as 
shows that are best watched in 
marathons. The "CSI" and "Law 
and Order" franchises are the op- 
posite. The latter two shows enjoy 
very high TV ratings because the 
episodes are self-contained and 
easy for casual viewers to follow, 
but have poorer DVD sales since 
marathon viewing doesn't add 
anything. 

Strong story arcs have a down- 
side, though, which TVTropes 
dubs "Continuity Lockout." It's the 
problem of being inaccessible to 
new fans, or even old fans who 



missed a few episodes, by craft- 
ing a story that completely relies 
on story arc to be enjoyable. 

"I stopped watching 'Grey's 
Anatomy' when it got weird, and 
now when girls in my sorority 
have it on, I have no idea what's 
going on," Jessica Pennybacker, 
sophomore in secondary edu- 
cation and Spanish, said. "Some 
couples broke up, somebody has 
a baby now and I can't follow any 
of it." 

Gavin couldn't even begin 
watching "Doctor Who" because 
of continuity lockout. 

"I was always told that 'Doctor 
Who' is a great show, and it very 
well may be, but when I've tried 
to watch it, it was way too lo- 
re-filled." 

Plus, with the difficulty of 
keeping up with studio, Gavin 
said he doesn't have time in his 
life to follow more than one series 
in any depth. 

Rutledge and Pellant identi- 
fied another common problem 
of continuity: shows that drag 
out their story lines to the detri- 
ment of the story. They both in- 
dependently pointed to the same 
culprit: "Supernatural." 

"It kept going long after the 
story was done with," Rutledge 
said. 'At some point, I couldn't 
handle how they were squeezing 
the plot dry." 

Apparently, trying to make 
every single episode a dramatic, 
game-changing cliffhanger can 
be off-putting to fans. 

Despite its problems, it looks 
like continuity in TV is here to 
stay. As Pennybacker said of her 
"Vampire Diaries" fandom, long 
story arcs can hook audiences 
and make them want to watch 
the next installment in a way ep- 
isodic shows can't. Even if story 
arcs may alienate potential fans, 
the fans they capture are fans for 
life. 
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Imaginative • Fun • Handmade Gifts 



Lots of New Work • Many Small USA Studios # 
Downtown Roadwork is DONE ■ Come See Qs • 



Handmade Glass ■ Omaments, Nightlights, Vessels, Hummingbird Feeders, Coasters 
Light Catctiers, Sculptures, Animal/Nature, Kaleidoscopes, Ring Holders... 

Anne Nye Fused Glass Wall Art 8e Standing Vignettes • Xtra-Mini Miniatures 

K-Stafe & Exceptional Gifts in Purple • Melodious Wind Ctiimes 

Designer Wood Desk Clocks • Inlaid Wood Boxes, Cufflinks 

Local Studio - Joyce Furney's Raku • Fabulous Jewelry 



GLASS IMPRESSIONS • S29 Poyntz Ave * Downtown MonhoHan 
Holiday Hours: Mon-Fri 10:30-6:30 * Sat 10-5 • 785-539-4610 




Random acts of kindness bring 
encouragement, change lives 



Jessie Pearson 
contributing writer 

People smiling; holiday 
carols playing in the back- 
ground, people exchang- 
ing "Merry Christmas" and 
"Happy Holidays"; the time 
between Thanksgiving and 
Christmas is often referred to 
as the "season of giving" 

This season can be the 
most pleasant and reward- 
ing time of year, as stories 
of random acts of kindness 
begin to pop up and put us in 
the mood of the holidays. 

"A random act of kindness 
would be something that is 
done in an effort to help an- 
other person with no expec- 
tation of reward in sight," said 
Tom Hallaq, assistant profes- 
sor of digital media. 

K-State is no exception to 
the areas where kind deeds 
are being done. In early No- 
vember, Jason Grossardt, 
sophomore in chemical 
engineering, joined 10-15 
other people involved in 
the campus ministry Cru in 
spending the morning out- 
side the Union handing out 
hot chocolate to students. 

"A lot of people were really 
excited," Grossardt said. 
"Some people were taken by 
surprise because we were 
randomly handing out free 
hot chocolate." 

Grossardt said he normal- 
ly meets up with a group of 
his friends on Tuesdays, but 
he and his friends decided 
to use Nov. 5 to serve others 
instead. 

He said he thinks random 
acts of kindness are import- 
ant because they show that 
not all people are self-cen- 
tered. Instead, they demon- 
strate that some people enjoy 
looking out for other people 
without expecting a reward. 

Students at K-State have 
experienced the receiving 
side of kind acts as well. 

Paige Wiley, freshman 
in marketing, said that she 
clearly remembers a random 
act of kindness she received 
during high school because 



it made a significant impact 
on her. While packing up her 
stuff after a marching band 
performance, she discov- 
ered that about $40 had been 
stolen from her wallet. 

She said that after pray- 
ing about it, she decided to 
post a message on Facebook 
that whoever had stolen her 
money could leave it in her 
band locker the next morn- 
ing, no questions asked. 

The next morning, she 
found the money in an en- 
velope in her locker. She said 
she doesn't know wheth- 
er the person returned her 
money or if someone else 
gave her the money. 

"Either way, it made a sig- 
nificant impact on me," Wiley 
said. "It reminded me that 
there are always redeeming 
qualities in everybody." 

Wiley said she enjoys 
being on the giving end of 
random acts of kindness, as 
well. One of the things she 
likes to do is simply send en- 
couraging messages to her 
friends and ask if they have 
any prayer requests, she said. 

"I think it's cool that people 
will go out of their way just to 
make people smile," Wiley 
said. 

News outlets may frequent 
the air waves with these tales 
of holiday happiness, but 
maybe not for the right rea- 
sons. 

Hallaq said it might seem 
like there are more stories 
about random acts of kind- 
ness in the news, but report- 
ers might just be more likely 
to pitch those stories during 
this time of the year. Hallaq 
said he believes that far too 
often stories about random 
acts of kindness are used as 
"kicker stories" in TV news in 
order to fill up space within a 
broadcast. 

He said he thinks that 
broadcasters look for "easy 
news," focusing on crime 
and accident-related stories, 
often leaving people who 
watch the news feeling de- 
pressed and a little bit cyni- 
cal. Wiley agreed. 



"I generally hate the news 
because it's so negative," 
Wiley said. "When I do see 
good things on the news, it 
restores some of my faith in 
humanity." 

Wiley said she believes 
that there's value in doing 
something without wanting 
anything in return, because 
oftentimes it seems like ev- 
erything is focused on what 
people can gain from it. 

Hallaq said not all news 
has to, or should be, positive, 
but he believes it needs to be 
better balanced. 

"News reporting should 
reflect the community it's 
serving," Hallaq said. 

Hallaq said he enjoys 
doing random acts of kind- 
ness himself as well. He said 
when he was teaching at 
Idaho State University he fre- 
quently walked in the handi- 
cap entrance to the building. 
There was a girl in a scooter 
that regularly used that en- 
trance, as well. 

He said he remembers 
very clearly one time when 
he ran to hold the door open 
for her and told her "good 
morning." He said that he had 
noticed she looked downcast 
and slumped over that day, 
but after he opened the door 
for her, she perked up and her 
eyes brightened. 

"I could see the change in 
her," Hallaq said. "That made 
it worth it." 

Hallaq said one quote has 
stuck with him through the 
years: "There is only love. All 
else is a cry for help." There 
are a lot of people in the 
world who need random acts 
of kindness. By doing random 
acts of kindness, it makes our 
world a lovelier place to live 
in, he said. 

"Through random acts of 
kindness, oftentimes we can 
change lives," Hallaq said. 

Editor's note: This article 
was written for an MC200 
class through the A. Q. 
Miller School of Journalism 
and Mass Communication. 
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Lafene Health Center Pharmacy 



Don't forget to fill your prescriptions for the holidays! Call today! 



Lafene Health Center 
1105 Sunset Avenue 

Manhattan, KS 66502 
P: 785-532-7758 
F: 785-532-3425 

www.k-state.edu/lafene 




The Pharmacy is open 

:00 am - 6:00 pm Monday- Friday 
AND 

10:00 am - 1:00 pm Saturday 



